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THE SPIDER'S WEB
A SUBSTITUTE FO THE CHRISTMAS TREE

will tire of It. game tht ti
less noisy Is blindman's wand, il
which the parlies piaylng form a cirri
about the one who le blindfolded. Thj
blindfolded one has a cane or small
slick, and after the others have circled
about him to the accompaniment of
any well known song, he points hii
war.d at one In the circle and imltatoj
the noise made by sonic animal. The
onj pointed to must repeat the noise,
disguising his voi.-- so that he may
not bo known. Three times may the
test be repeated, Imitating a different
animal each lime. If at the end of thrf

three testa the blindfolded one is still
undecided as to who he Is pointing tc
ho may run his wand over him an.1

find out in that way, if possible. If he

guese3 who It is places are exchanged
and the game begins over again.

Christmas candles mind ChrlBfc-masy- ,

and will be remembered by the
elders as ono of tha pleasures of long
ago. A lighted eandlo is placed upon

a small table, when one person i

bll: dfoldcd and stationed with hhj

back to tho candle, and close to it. Hi
is then to take lour steps forward,
turn around three times end return
and blow out the candle. Simple a

the game h, it will nfford amusement
fcr an hour on Christmas eve.

If grandfather wishes to provlds
something especially for the boys, and
has a big barn, he inn get up a series
of races, at which the girls will be

spectators. A threeleggtd race,
In which the legs of two conics'ants
are tied together, will be exceedingly
funny, especially lo the' onlookers
Another Is a sack race, iv. which tin

The Christmas tree has by no

fulness, and let us hope that it never may du so, Ir.tt a variety is some-

times desirable at Christmas time, as well as at other times, a:ul to
get it the spider's web may be substituted for the tree. The way of

arranging It is to have a large spider made of wire and other material

then at the far end of the ribbon is the present. To secure the present

the child must follow the windings of the ribbon wherever it may lead

until the gifl is arrived at and claimed. Such a plan is productive ol

much innocent amusement, and the surprise at the cud of the ribbon

is all the more appreciated for the search it has taken to find it. l'"oi

Christmas house patties, either for children or for "grown tips," the

scheme will add much to the pleasure of the occasion, and will serve

as a means of getting all present better acquainted. When the suns

and daughters and grandchildren return to the old home for the holi-

day season a spider's web will add to the merriment of the season.

suspended from the ceiling, or attached to the wall. lo tins are

brought a number of reels, or spindles, one or more for each person

to be remembered. F.ach spindle should contain a different colored

tring or ribbon, an l these arc lien

through the furnituic, from room to
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HIS CHRISTMAS "NIXIE

Ilie Experience of a Post Ofhce Clerk
at the Holidny Season.

The "Nixie" clerk the one to whom
goes nil mull with insufficient or illeg-

ible addresses took from his d:sk la
a quiet corner of the post utlico a liny,
rumpled envelope.

"1 never came across a Nixie that
'was addressed to anyone 1 knew ex- -

cept this one. Last Christmas the let-

ters began to pile in na usual, ad-

dressed lo Santa Clans. 1 reckon I

get a hundred every year, tin Christ-
mas eve I was working late, and wai
very sad and lonely hero in my coi-

ner. There was a great rush at the
other windows of the office, aud tha
malls were loaded with Chrislma.-gift- s

and greetings. A merry crowd
rushed through the corridors and
laughter sounded all around, but n
great shadow of sorrow rested over
me, and n.y eyes burned as I bent over
my work. Finally the messenger
brought mo the last lew Nixies of the
day, and laid them cm my dosk. I
look up the first one mechanically.
Attached to it was a note from Carrier
No. 31:

'This was given me by a little girl
at 302 Walnut street.'

"ily blood tingled when I read It,

for that was my own home. Tho en
velope was a small one, addressed to

Simla Claus, North Pole.' 1 recog

nized my own llltlo girls cramped
writing. I thought I had a right lo
open It, as I was her Santa Clans, al
though sho did not Know It. 11ns is
the letter."

Ho carefully spread It out, and i.eld
t up so It could be read.

Dear Panta Clans: We are very sud
at our borne thin cnr, mid don't want
you to me nnythiiiK. l.ltilo chur.le,
my brother, went m lo Heaven iat week,
and ai I want you to ilo when you com io
my houno Is to take 1,1s lus to lilm. I
will leave them In the corner ly the chim-
ney, his hobby-hors- nnd tniln. and every-thll'.-

lie will be lust up In Heaven wilh-ju- l
ihcni, specially hip home. l!eu.wui

tnjoy riding It so much. So you Jiixl
ake them lo him, una you r.eeun i nuiiu
caving nnyllilnn lo inc. li juu couia gne
naon Koiiielh llm mat wouiu ninne mm
slop crying ail the lime, It would Le the

est you could do for mo. i near nun ion
mumma. thut only ncrn.iy- couiu rum mm,

Could you liivo him some of that? tie, sun
to tiike the things to Liiurue. onn i

te your good little ti.l. A1AU1AN."

In the silence that followed the read
ing of the letter the Nixie clerk pui
the tiny envelope back in hli desk,
says the Youth's Companion. WhM
ho did speak there was no sadness in

bin voice.
Well, Santa Clans came and tooU

the hobby-uors- o and the truin and
vcrythlng. If he did not tako them

io Chaiilo, he did tho next best thing:
lie left thera with a little fellow witu

twisted leg at the Children's hos
pital. Whether old Santa Clans naa.... . t iany 'eternity to give away or mn, .

do not know; but 1 do Know inai j
little, child gavo mc some faith thai
answered just as well."

USUAL MISFITS.

Fat Lady Going to hung up yotil

stocking, are you? What do you waul

In It?
Midget I'm lookln' for an automo-

bile. What are you?

Fat Lady Oh. I'm hoping for a dia-

mond ring.-ahic- ngo Daily News.

FIXING CHRISTMAS DAY.

Why the Holiday Is Always Cels-brnt-

on the Twenty-Fift- h

of December.

There arc no definite allusions In tin
writings of any erf tho dlsclplca ol
Christ, as to tho date of His birth, noi
has there ever been produced prool

of any character as to the exact period
in the year when Christ was born.

There are, very true, occasional refer-

ences to the event in the Si ripture.,,
Indicating that the nativity occurred in

the winter season.
The institution of the anniversary

dates back lo the second century ol

Christendom, and It has been since
uniformly celebrated by nearly uli

branches of the Christian church with
appropriate rejoicings and ceremonie.s,
Tho frequent, and somewhat heated,
controversies, however, relative to thi
dale of Christ's birth early In tin
fourth century led Pope Julius I. to
order a thorough investigation of ths
subject by the learned theologians and
historians of that period, which result-
ed in an agreement upon December 23,

and that decision seemed to have w
settled all disputes that that (Into w'aa

universally accepted except by tin
Creek church, says the American
Queen. While this dalo was nevef
.hanged, the reckoning of it Ia mad
according to the Gregorian calendar,
which was adopted In the latter put
erf the sixteenth cen'.urv, nnd upon

which computations of tune In nearly

ill civilized nations have res' dl.

Christmas Adam.

Mamm- a- Yon ,'iavo addressed your

letter "Mr. Santa Ulaus Adam. ' Why

did you put the Adam there, dear

That isn't Santa Clans' na '.e.
Uobb'.e Well, v. ho is tho Cl:,ist.ma

Adam, then?
"What Christmas Adam? I nevej

heard of on?."
"There's a Christmas T.v. and tSM

ought to ii 'hrijiimaa Ad-tm- , I

lo the eld farm home rush
BACK and grandchildren fur

the Christmas t me. Truly tt la

the merriest season of all the year,
hen brothers and slaters and cousins

feather at grandma's fur the holidays.
They come from city and village and
country, and grandfather meets the
tiains and take.) each party as it ar-

rives out to tho farm in the gioat bob-

sled, behind his test team, and tint Is

the first pleasure of the Christmas
outing, or, rather, the second, as tun
anticipation has been the first .

Ihi cousin, many of them, are
strangers, or praelieilly so, to ea h

other, and to muke the family part y a
miere.es they must be entertained in a
may that will get them thoroughly ac-

quainted, and grandmother and grand-lathe- r,

as hostess and host, must pra-vid- 'j

entertainment of a sort that will
Accomplish this. At the mine time the
entertainment must l the old
home days to the tb'ers, so what Is

more nppropilue than the old farm
garr.es that are ovr new. There must
Le son e Iiius fcr every mini te of the
waking hourj to jr?vent the forma-

tion of cliques that would luced antag-
onisms among the various sets of cou-

sins, and there must be enough of
variety to keep all interested.

Grandfather takes hoid of tho ar-

rangements for tha out-do- games
Above all things, there must be a

hitching party, for the children from
the city know none of its pleasure!
Again the big bob-sle- d comes Into
play, and into its commodious box arc
tucked ail 'the wee uiius of the parly,
with an abundance of hay and warm
comforters, llehlnd the big sled ar
Mtrhed several email hand sleds, th
small hi one of a'l being at the ex-

treme en,! of the line, and onto theso
crowd the boys and girls, and often-

times some of their parents, who hae
not forgotten the joys of such a frolic.
Then away they go, up hill and down,
over all sorts of roads and around
(harp corners. And at the sharp cor-

ners Is where the greatest fun conies

In, for, with the horses going at a good
gallop, the small sled at the end of the
string is almost Hire lo upset and srlll
Its occupants Into tho drifts beside the
rosd. To bo sure, all will want the
honor and excitement i f riding on that
last fled, and to avoid controversy
grandlnthrr must have nr ranged a
schedule, eo as to give leach ono a
chance at It, ami must try to bo im-

partial In the spilling of them into the
now drifts.
Another amusement that grandfath-

er can take charge of might be called
a fox hunt, only there is no fox, and
the trail must be marked by bits of pa-

yer scattered along. If the snow Is

deep It is not practical to make the
trail too long, or into the deep drifts,
but should follow marked paths, but
when the snow Is not deep it may go
anywhere about the farm. The hunt-r-s

must follow the trail by tho bits of
scattered papi r, and at. (he goal thero
should be a little prize for the winner,
though not. one of sufficient value to
make the l"ss fortunate ones feel badly
at not having won.

Of cour:e grandfather and grand-

mother will have little presents for all
the children, and It adds to the lntere.it
to have a Christmas tree for them, hut
not or.e of the ordinary sort that !i
set up in the parlor. Instrnd, If the
weather is not too sarore, it should be
out of doors, and any orchard or shad
tree that. Is not too high may serve as

the regulation evergreen. If night
as lho time for the Christmas

trc'j festivities, a few lanterns may

nerve the purpose of candles, and (he

cnildren shauld climb tha ladder In

search of their own presents. 0!
course the boys, as the better climbers,
should bo niarlo to climb the higher
limbs for their prerents.

For grandmother's part, Inside the

house there are iiiany games in which

all can engage. The games should hi
- simple, so that they may be readily

understood. The coun-

try games are by far tho best for such

an occasion.
Bllndman's buff needs no ejp'ana-tlon- .

and ! Jrf'iy 'ay In which to

piss an hour's tlm but cannot t
(tbUeufi t'v loci, cr itn

means passed the day of ils use

threaded in a bewildering maze

room, up ajid down stairs, and

ment feature of the celebration art al-

most Infinite. First determine the kind
of entertainment, that is, whether 11

shall be a cantata, a part programme
In which the bojb and girls sing and
speak, or an entertainment furnished
by some outside talent. The latter is
desirable with schools of over OOU

membership, but In smaller schools It
Is undoubtedly better to have the pro- -

prtini me fnrnltiheil l.v the talent in tut

pride and loyalty of its members, and

--
;
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that will prove helpful to those having
tho matter of entertainment in charge.

Don't have the programme too long.

Have It full of bright, sweet Christmas
fun and frolic, but do not forget to

have a strong undercurrent of lho truo
purpose and spirit of the blessed Christ-

mas time. You do not need to give the

children a Christmas sermou or lec-

ture, but you do need to bo careful that
the dear Jesus, In whose name the cele-

bration Is held, has opportunity to

make his presence felt. Tho entertain-

ment committee ought to pray earn-

estly over the plans, and seek Divine

guidance. At some specially favorable
and appropriate part of tho programme
let the thought of the claims of Christ

.
.a"d br'r,n,y p,TLw '!

me neari oi uie uunu. i inimuuM
entertainment where, after a very

touching piece, sweetly spoken, entitled
"No Hoom for Jesus," thn pastor In a
few words drove the

thought home to the hearts of the boys

and girls, and the Influence of which

was noted In the weeks following by

many making open confession of the
Christ whom they mado room for at
the Christmas entertainment. Ono
Rehool I know of planned a "Surprise
Christmas." Each class provided a

surprise for the school. Some arranged
the entertainment, some looked after
the decorations, while the older classes
provided treats and little souvenirs for
the younger classes. The work was so

divided that no one specially felt the
burden and every one was made bless-

edly happy In planning for tho happi-

ness of some ono else. I have not said
anything- about a Santa Clans, because
I feel tliat there are so many other
dnd more attractive features which tan
be provided. Have your Santa Claim
if you must, but pray over the matter
and let Jesus "show you a more ex-

cellent way."

Now as to tho gifts and offerings.

It is tight and proppr that the school
should provide something for Ils boys

and girls, but whether it is wise and

best to put so much money in cheap

candy, nuts, etc., is a question whloh

each school must decide for Itself. Cno
thing Is becoming more and more rec-

ognized among the schools of the land,
especially of tho larger cities, and that
Is that "it 13 more blessed to give than
to receive." The school that overlooks

this means of Jcy and blessing misses
Hie very heart and spirit .l Christmas.
Give to the children by all means, but

bo sure that carefully laid plans ars
made to enlist their sympathies and to
encourage them to give. Provide a
definite object for the children's benefi
cence. He sure they understand exactly
what Is wanted and that it Is within
their easy means of giving. Present
the matter In such attractive way that
there will be uniqueness and charm In

lho giving. Announce that the classes
are to make their offe:ines In stockings
made of bright colored cambric; that
theso dockings are to to hung up be-

fore !he school and the classes- ire to
see which class will have the largest
stocking. In one school where this was

tried t"on:e of thj stockings were to b:g

and heavy that they could not be hung
up, but had to be stood against the wall

at the hark of the pulpit. And t:!,--

fus r.fl !9ur-'- rith

the deep joy underlying it all of giving
to thase in need. One stocking, knit by

an o.d lady when she was a little girl for
her doll, was filled with silver coin.

The fjhool contributed an express
wagon load of pnnisione, fruit, r.uts and
candy, toys, and dolls, and clothing, be-

sides nearly $20 in money, and that by

a school of only 300, a majority of whom

came from homes of working people.

Another year this fame school adopted
20 to 30 orphans from a neighboring In-

stitution. Kach class had a particular
boy or girl who wa3 present at the en-

tertainment and was right royally en-

tertained by the class and then pent

back to the Institute laden with various
bundles of wearing appirel and toys.

The Individual need of each adopted
orphan was Intelligently consulted
through tho matron of tho Institution
and those things for which it had spe-

cial need provided. It was the happiest,
busiest Christmas which I ever saw a
school spend. And no school phoiiid

miss tho blessedness which comes from
giving. In all of the Lord's work,
whether It Is Christmas, Easter, Chil-

dren's day, picnic, peholars' social, or
what not, there is need of prayer In
planning and planning In prayer; there
Is need of purpose and method and in-

genuity, and underlying it all there
should be the earnest desire to give true
expression to the spirit and purpose of
the day, and in all that. Is done to honor
Him lii Whose name the celebration is
held.

NO THOROUGHFARE.

Mamma What Is troubling yet,
Toddy?

Toddy (new to steam-heate- d flats)
I was womderin' how oc earth Santa

was ever going to get through that
thing! Brooklyn Life.

Sordid.
Now merry OtirlRtmns eomei HKflln,

And Snnia tiaus doth frei the soul.
Jin Klves you diamond scarfplns when

You'd rather have a ton of co!.
Washington Siar.

To Thaw Frozen Preens.
It often happens that Christmas

greens nro frozen in transit. In such
casea put them at once Into a very
cool, dark cellar where they can thaw
out very gradually. The temperature)
should not bo allowed to ixceed 4.1 de-

grees Fahrenheit. Frozen holly Is

very little damaged If intelligently
treated, but a single night in a warm
express car may cause it (.) turn black.
Mistletoe and wild nmilax are muc'i
more susceptible to frost Injury. The
California holly la not a member of

the holly, but of the rose family. 11

Is not hardy in New England, but is
worth cultivating la all parts of tho
south.

A Reminiscence.
"Well, Johnnie, what arc :ou going

to give your little brother for Christ-

mas?"
"I (iunno- I Jjlve k!r,i he n.caslcs

vc8r.","'l lirriTil I'("h!(J..

FOUND IN DIFFEHENT COUN

TRIES OF EUROPE.

In Many of Them the Farm Animals
Play an Important Part in the

Observances of the
Day.

In different nations oue finds many

odd ideas regarding tho Christmas sea
son. Awing the observances that grew
up by ritijrees all over Europe, many o

thorn grotesque and ubsurd, and soun
with profuse and unseemly accompani
ments, were also not a few of mors
pleasing and humanizing kind, and
among the rural population the brute
creation was included as Interested par

ties.
Among the fancies of this kind that

longest survived in Europe, and even

became naturalized in our own prosaic
land, was or.e that the cattle, at one
o'clock on Christmas morning, when
ever they were frfe to do so, would turn
their heads to the eastward and get

down upon their knees to worship tu
Kine that was born In a stable; and

still another, which continued to com
paratlvely recent times, that during the
Christmas season the barn) aid cocks
were acni.-tome- to crow with unusual

force and frequency by day and by

night.

The early Inhabitants of the great
Scandinavian peninsula were accus-

lomed to cell brate, at this season, tb
crcat festival of their gods. When the
people of tho peninsula beeamo Chris

tians, although r.o less zealous for t'..eir

Christmas observances, they retained
some of the old practices, and are to this

dav careful to associate with themselves

in its festivities every living thing
about them. The author of "Tho Land
of the Miiiniaht Sun" tells us in his
account of a Christmas in Norway:

"The Christmas feeding of the birds

Is prevalent In many of the provinces of

Norway and Sweden. Bunches of oaU

are placed on the roofs of houses, on
troeu nnd fences, for them to fCcd Upon.

Two or three days before cartloads of

sheaves are brought Into the towns for

this purpose, and both rich and poor

biiv and nlace them everywhere. Every

poorman and every head of a family

bad saved a penny or two, or even one

farthing, to buy a bunch of oats for the

birds to have their Christmas. On thlt
tlnv. on many farms, the dear old horse,

the voting colt, the cuttle, the sheep, the

coats, and even the pig ;e double

their usual amount of food. It. Is

beautiful custom, and speaks well for

tho goodness of heart of the Scandtnt
vian."

A singular custom prevails In Servia

and Bulgaria among the orthodox. If

it ran possibly be avoided no one crosses

a strange threshold on Christmas cay,

In the Fame countries an early ceremony

has to be performed by the head of each

household. Peforo bnakiast is fervid
corn U placed in a stwking, and the

chief of the family sprinkles a little of

it beli.ro the door, saying: "Christ, is

born;" to which each of the ii.malej
"He is horn Indeed." Then the

hotuo father has to wish, and adianc-
in,r to tho hearth where logs tire burn
ing ifl reai'.inoss. nril.es them till

sparks fly out, with a cood wish f?r ihs
horses, another for the cows, another
for tho goats, and so on through the
whole farming stool;, winding up with

an ext.'a blow for a plenteuus harvest.
Then the ashes arc collected, a coin II

nlaced anions them aad the wholo is

hidden or, In some dl.'tricts, burned,

As for the Yule logs, tr.i y are not
to smolder quite away, but ars

ciirtfully garnered, and tha burnt end
r.iacc! il, '."fts In fruit (r.i. W tut to
lm,'ir It tftintjfS

brate?" but "How shall we eel e urate :

Christmas comes but once a year, but

when It comes, It An, lint alWSVS

brins good cheer to the Sunday school

superintendent and his helpers, who

along In the fall after the trials of pic-

nic time have passed, become haunted
by this question which comes up and
must lie settled. It is an important
question. The matter should not bo

carelessly considered. Those having

the arrangements in chargi should not

forget that something more essenllal
than sweetmeats and gifts, and a Jolly
good time, with Santa Clans and Christ
mas tree, to make the celenratlon an

abiding Joy and blessed memory. T'le

Christmas celebration should not be

the end in itself, but should be the
means to the end of honovlnjr the
Christ, In memory of w o b r.u no

celebration is held. It is so ca,y in tho

burden and rtifh of planning for the
event tho greatest event In thn whole
year for the Sunday school to forget

tho spirit and purpose which should lie
behind the preparations, and Rive In-

spiration and direction to all thn plans.

It is the birthday party of the Christ
child, if yon please, and He should not

be forgotten; all thought and all plans

should center about Him. I know of
one school that In a pretty little prayeT
service a few weeks previous to Christ-wa- s

formally invited Jesus to be pres-

ent at His birthday party, and nsked

Him to help them in making the plans.

And Jesus wa3 there In the person of
20 or 30 of His little ones from a neigh-

boring orphanage, and the boys and
girls of at least one Sunday pchool real-

ized the beauty and force of the words
of Jesus: "Inasmuch as ye did It unto
one of the least of these yo did It unto

Me." The spirit and purpose of the
celebration must not be forgotten.

but what shall the celebration be?

Thero are four divisions Into which

this subject naturally falls: Decora
Hons, which Includes tho Christmas
tree, if one is used; the entertainment,
the gifts and the offerings. The deco-

rations comprise a very important and

beautiful part of the celebration. They

create the atmosphere, and give tho

first Impressions, which go far towards

tho success of what follows. Scripture
texts should bo liberally used, selecting

such as are appropriate to tho occa-

sion. The lettering can be done In

svcigrctn, or gilt or colored letters
may be used. The star should be con-

spicuous. Tho extent of the decora-

tions depends, of course, largely upon

the amount of money to be spent, but
with a resourceful and tasty person In

charge it is surprising how far a few
dollars can be made to go. The colored
parer decorating, which can he ob-

tained at. all Sunday tchool and denom-

inational supply houses very cheaply,
makes a good substitute for the more
expensive evergreen and holly. If the
entertainment, is held after Chrtslrnas,
It. is easy to secure tree and trimmings

those who have used them In

their homes, and in this wny consid-

erable f pence may be faved. The
work of the decixatlons may
he lightened by enlisting the Interest
if the irdlvidual classes and getting
a few or the older ones to furnish some
feature of the decorations or some text
In evergreen or paper lettering. Utilize
ill the latent talent and abl'.ify in your
schorl.
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THE Kt.'N OK A HITCHING TAKl'V.

contestant are encased from the wals
down, or, If tho sacks nro long enough,
from th neck down. Thus prepared,
they are given a certain distance to g,
and nto prepared to cover the distance:
In any way they can quickest, as, for
example, jumping or rolling. A potato
rare, or an egg race, is yet anothe:
game which will furnish great amuse
ment. In these there is laid out on the
barn floor a row of potatoes or eggs
for each contestant, and theso must bt
carried one at a time and deposited in
a basket or box. In case of eggs being
used the breaking of one of them Iosea
the race. Tho boys will also enjoy a
pig race. For the purpose a pit for
each boy should be released in a room
in the barn, and the boys be giv
each a designated pig is catch.
may be hard on tho pig?, but it will be
great sport for tho boys and the audi- -

in re.
Christmas night in the house is the

gayest time of all the holiday season
Grandmother has prepared for it, and
the list trace of embarrassment baa
worn away from the shyest of the
youngsters. "Hob apple" is a good be.
ginning for the evening. Place a num
bcr of apples in a bowl of water and
let each have a try at catching one of
them by the stem with their teeth,
Wet faces and soiled dresses will be

fully compensated for In the amount
of fun that Is had. Later, a hunt
through g.andomther's garret wi'l
provide tho necessaries for Christmas
mummers, In which old Father Christ-
mas leads the revellers, composed of
such characters as Dame Plum Pud
ding. Sir Loin of Beef, Miss Pumpkin
Pie, etc. Charades nnd 6hadow sho'--

follow in "apld succession, and then
as a climax, comes a Virginia reel. In
which old and young participate. Then
tto sing'ug of a Christmas carol, and
tho happy guests are off to bed and
pleasant dreams.

When grandfather's big sled raifie
thera lic.t k to the trains that are to dis
tribute them to their y homes
thev will vole this the merries
Christmas of ail they have had, an'
Grandfather ar.d grandmother will
wish chat Christmas might last
throiiunout all the year.

A Costly Experiment.
Crawford Instead of buying you

Christmas present, why don't yon haTS
your wife make you something with
her own hands?

Crabshaw Can't afford it. She ones
mail? me a

smutting Jacket, and the materials shl
boofht ot me the least par' ' S
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